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October 28, 2004

President George W. Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

I am writing to forward you the attached letter I received from an organization in
my district, the Southeast Asian Community Center (SACC). ill their letter, SACC
explains their shocked dismay over a recent statement you made on the O'Reilly Factor.
ill that statement you agreed that the South Vietnamese did not fight for their freedom
during the Vietnam War, therefore explaining why the South Vietnamese do not have
freedom today.

Like SACC, I am very concerned that as the President ofthe United States you do
not understand the Vietnam War. Hundreds of thousands of South Vietnamese fought
alongside Americans for freedom from Communism. Reports indicate that almost
300,000 South Vietnamese died during that war, almost six times as much as the
American casualty rate. ill addition, over 1 million South Vietnamese were wounded.
Agreeing that the South Vietnamese "didn't fight for their freedom," is not only factually
inaccurate, it is also incredibly offensive to the 1.2 million Vietnamese Americans who
have suffered the effects of a war and lost family members and friends who fought with
America.

I agree with my constituents, the Vietnamese American community deserves an
immediate clarification and, more importantly, an apology. Mr. President, before you
disparage 1.2 million Americans again, you should check the facts.

Sincerely,

ZOE LOFGREN, Member of Congress
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'Mr, President, you owe tne Vietnamese American i:D~unity 8.clear~'Ut and
i:mmcdiate bJ.e:rificationofyout statement. 'Our Vietn~e~,e American. .
community willlc:eep~n fighp,ng tirele~sly \1tltilour honor is 1'EstOted.

.Smcereli.

l-~
'Philip Tuong lJuy Nguyen'

, ExecutiV'eDirector.
Phone: 415..835-2743 x 107
E-:!11ai1:scaccphilip@juno.com "
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Dea.r'Mr. president:
,

, -:!he Vi.etnamese Americ;an Comrn~ni'ty'aeross the nation is deeply saddened
8J1doffended by your respo,nse to Mr. O'Reilly'5 stateniero: on tb.e FpX's, '

O',ReHly,Fac,tordated 'September 27, 2004. ' ' "," .
, ,"

, . ' ,A segn).cnt of ~e interview containecl Y°UJ:answer related to the' South
, Vietnamese, is as, follQw,: ' , " " ." " '

, "

O'REILLY: T/ui SQu'LItV"1.tZt";"""sss4ithi'{fightf~r their frudo;", which'i8 . "
" ~h)1.'tl.ey dOll't ',ava it today. . ,", " .

BUSH: .Yes. ' .' '. '
, ' " "

, "MI:. Presiden,t, what it. shocking'statement! This Wd the harde'st direct hit b:t . '

the face of mote than 1.4millionVictUmueseAmerican!!,the 4tb.largestAsiJUi'
AmericatJ.gioup in the us. Mr. 'President,wexcyou aware of the statistics

, . related to t'heVietnamWaf!l.the war dcf-miied'bythe'SouthVietnamt2seand
, ' suppal'tcd by the US anti ltiauy other free countries. 58,000 Ame.ricans
, ',s~crificr;:d,tbeir lives and scve~ hun~d thoUSIW.dwere injut;edin this war. :'

The South VietnamY~casUalties.uc many times higher with 8lmost '300,000
dea.ths and morc than 1IIiillion woW\ded:In.additi~:n.hundreds ofthousanda
of South ;VietnaIIlcsclost their lives on.their,way td s~h for ftecdonfafter '

.the fall of Saigon in April 1975.'Was it not f~ freedom that the AInericans .
and the South V~etnamC8csacrific:ed'somuch?,Why were thBUnited States.
and many other !rea COuMrililSin Viatnam1 Was it not to aSsiSt~ SOuth,
VietnlUD.cscin their fight for fte~dom and democracy? , " . .. , . , , ,

'. ,
, ,Mr. President, )'Cur answer in this int~cw c~crii'1yshowed a.diPgatd for the'

sacrifices of both the:American and the Vi~C8e peDple and you bave
, disregarded the many cO)1trib~tionsof VietI;lameseAmericans in ~e fields of

I , ec~nqri:%politics~nca.demics,sportS,philanthropy,sc.ience~and milituy. Our
, contncutlon to tbis.co1U1tIycannot be overlooked'and our long bi$tI:!tYof

,fight;n:gfor freedom should Dotbe undennined. : .
',' , , ,
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